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Our mission

Using our IT skills to make a difference
Our priorities
1. Enhancing opportunity for young people through more
effective education.
2. Improving the quality of life for the disadvantaged,
disabled and socially excluded.
3. Helping charities and other not-for-profit organisations
get the best out of IT.
4. Improving the wider public’s understanding of IT and
its capabilities.
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Are you a charity with a project that
fits one of our priorities?
This review illustrates the sort of projects
we support. So, if you think we could help
your project, contact eleanor@wcit.org.uk
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Celebrating 25 years of The Worshipful Company
of Information Technologists
 Events and Panels generated over £15,000
for the Charity.

 Grants totaling £278,815 were made during
the year.
 Of this, £75,000 was for the Hammersmith
Academy mezzanine floor and £78,335
for CITA.
 In addition, grants in excess of £120,000
were made to another 28 charitable
organisations.

Jo Connell OBE DL, Chairman, WCIT Charity

Members
individually
donated over
£89,000 and
raised more
than £15,000
from events

As the Livery Company celebrates 25 years of
being the 100th Livery Company of the City of
London, The Worshipful Company of
Information Technologists’ Charity celebrates
our highlights:
 Making grants of over £3 million to over 450
charitable causes, many also supported by
pro bono help from our members.
 The magnificent support of the
membership for the 2001 Hall
Redevelopment Appeal, where £1 million
was raised and the Information
Technologists’ Hall became a reality.

 The founding of Lifelites, which provides
technology for life-limited and disabled
children at all the UK’s Children’s hospices.

 The members’ support for a successful
appeal, which raised £1 million in order to
establish the Hammersmith Academy with
the the Mercers’ Company.
 The founding, with partners, of the Charity
IT Association (CITA), which provides pro
bono support for small to medium sized
charities to improve the effectiveness of
their information technology.

2016 Highlights

 Members donated over £89,000 through
the Continuous Charitable Giving scheme
and one-off donations.

 Income of £250,061 was generated from
our investments and Hall room rentals.
This covers the cost of running the charity
– the Hall and staff.
Two special activities took place this year:
1. A grant of £75,000 to Hammersmith
Academy for the development of a
mezzanine floor. This included a £15,000
donation from the Livery Company.
2. The establishment of CITA as an
independent charity. WCIT Charity made a
total grant to CITA of £78,335 during the year,
in collaboration with the Esmée Fairbairn
Foundation and the City Bridge Trust.
Partnering with other trusted grant
organisations helps us deliver larger projects
and achieve greater impact, and is a model on
which we intend to build in coming years.
Another very successful year, but none of
this would be possible without your
generosity. Thank you all for both your
financial support and the giving of your
valuable time, all of which helps our Charity
make a considerable difference.

Jo Connell OBE DL
Chairman, WCIT Charity
If you have any comments or questions
about the charity, please email me at
jo@mpconnell.co.uk

WCIT CHARITY REVIEW

BLENHEIM CDP

04

Giving hope to those recovering from drug
and alcohol addiction
“We received
intensive
pro-bono
consultancy
support
from WCIT
volunteers,
who were
exceptionally
generous with
their time”

Blenheim works across London to help
reduce the harm that drug and alcohol
misuse causes to individuals, families and
communities. Central to everything they do is
their belief in people’s capacity to change.
Many of their clients are in the 40-50 age
range and have physical or mental health
issues combined with economic hardship and
social isolation.

Delighted with the experience from the
start, she became a regular at IT sessions.
This has given her confidence in herself,
which has enhanced her recovery from
addiction. She now has her own laptop and
often helps newcomers to the IT sessions get
going. She is immensely proud to have
received a ‘Learner for Life’ award from the
Good Things Foundation.

Blenheim approached WCIT for funding to
create two digital learning suites at
Lewisham and Redbridge. These would
enable them to help more than 300
Londoners per year through employment
support, as part of their journey towards
sustained, long-term recovery. Blenheim also
required pro-bono strategic support to
identify the best IT solutions for the needs of
their client group.

“Throughout the project we received
intensive pro-bono consultancy support
from WCIT volunteers Steve Smith and
Richard Antonel,” said Christine Lake,
Blenheim Trust Manager. “Both worked
tirelessly with the team to help identify
suitable machines and software, and to
assist with their successful set-up and
installation. Steve and Richard were also
exceptionally generous with their time in
ironing out our teething problems. Margaret’s
wonderful journey would not have been
possible without the WCIT’s support.”

Margaret has spent most of her working life
in security roles and it took her a long time to
realise she had a serious problem with
alcohol. Now, after a lot of hard work, she is
abstinent and her journey through recovery
has been aided by access to the Lewisham IT
suite. Margaret started IT sessions when she
did not know how to turn on a computer.
Margaret receiving her
‘Learner for Life’ award
for IT training. This
wasn’t just about
learning for life, but
rather about Margaret
re-learning how to live.
That takes a special
kind of dedication and
determination
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Your generosity continues to power our grants
Total amount raised in 2016

£136,456
As well as this financial generosity, our
members provided thousands of hours of
pro bono time. The Board of the charity and
the Court wishes to warmly thank each
and every one of you who has contributed
these funds and/or pro bono time to all the
wonderful projects that we support.
Charitable giving is at the heart of our livery
activity and we would love every Company
member to be a donor to our charity.

were no major events in 2016 (in 2015 the
Lyke Wake Walk raised over £19,000), these
funds dropped, although there was a healthy
increase from the rest of our events.
The WCIT Golf Club raised an astonishing
£6,218 at the annual charity Golf day, and the
Entrepreneurs Panel delivered a magnificent
contribution of £5,000.
Panels and Committees making a surplus
kindly contributed another large sum this year,
including a generous donation of £507 from
the Security Panel Dinner and £331 from the
Government Panel dinner, plus many others.

Other donations 23%
Members’ Donations
(including CCG) 66%

£89,177
(including Gift Aid)
Collectively,
we can do more
than we can as
individuals, and
as we grow, we
will be able to
support larger
projects

Another fantastic year of fundraising, from
the very generous membership, enabled CCG
(our Continuous Charitable Giving scheme) to
increase to over £74,000 – an amazing feat
once again. CCG is a great way to support us
because knowing funds are coming in
regularly is extremely valuable and enables
us to plan ahead with confidence.
Some members prefer to make occasional
one-off donations or give through their
workplace giving schemes. These generous
personal and business donations contributed
a further £8,154 to our fundraising efforts.

Events and WCIT Panels
fundraising 1 1%

£15,279
Panel, Committee and members’ activities
are the second key part of the Company’s
charitable fundraising activities. As there

£32,000
These funds were made up of two restricted
donations – one from City Bridge Trust for
£17,000 toward the set-up of CITA, and a
donation from our Livery towards the
Hammersmith Academy Mezzanine project
(see Chairman’s Statement on Page 3).

These sums include Gift Aid of

£12,816
Donations and fundraising ideas
For more information on joining CCG, making a
donation or organising a fundraising event,
please contact eleanor@wcit.org.uk.

Donations of pro bono time
Panels, Committees and their members
make extremely valuable contributions
of pro bono time, including help to other
charities, schools, the arts and public
welfare, which is not included in the
financial analysis.
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School cyber café helps socially excluded
children and their parents
Providing opportunity
to children who do not
have access to a
computer and internet
at home

“The project
has benefited
the children
technologically,
socially,
emotionally and
academically,
building
confidence as
they interact”

Chingford C of E Primary School in Waltham
Forest welcomes children from the diverse
and disadvantaged local community, where
one in three children live in poverty.
The school approached WCIT to help fund the
IT equipment needed to start a cyber café on
school grounds. The aim was to provide
opportunity to those in the community who
do not have access to a computer and
internet at home, allowing disadvantaged
pupils, their parents/carers and grandparents
safe access to the internet to learn in an
informal, sociable setting.
From a young age, children with no internet
access outside school are disadvantaged
compared to their peers, and struggle to
meet national curriculum targets that
recognise common uses of IT beyond school.
The project aimed to close this gap, improving
parents’ IT skills and capacity to support
children while transforming disadvantaged
pupils’ long-term educational and
employment prospects. The initial after
school club proved very popular and, indeed,
was oversubscribed.
The teachers have seen a positive impact from
children attending: “There has been marked
development in children’s skills and the
project has benefited them technologically,
socially, emotionally and academically,

building confidence as they interact with their
peers,” enthused Sumera Beg, School Manager,
“The impact has been incredible to see.”
Families have also benefited from the café.
The school has been able to run adult courses,
with 20+ parents attending each class. It has
provided some families their only access to IT
and the internet, allowing them to complete
vital forms (housing, benefits, council) online.
For other families, the café has helped
parents to support their children at home,
including the safety of children online.
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Making a difference to 30 charities and other
not-for-profit organisations
We are proud to have made
grants totalling

Improving the quality of life for
the disadvantaged, disabled and
socially excluded

£278,815 £49,503
How we spent the money
Below, you can see some of the larger
donations that we have made this year.

■
■
■
■

Young people 45%
Socially excluded 18%
Other charities 31%
Wider public 6%

We have four
priority areas on
which we focus
our donations

Bristol Braille Technology

£ 15,000

Families United Network

£ 10,000

Lifelites

£

7,135

Treloars’ Trust

£

7,000

Blenheim CDP

£

4,500

Two other charities

£

5,868

Helping charities and other
not-for-profit organisations get
the best out of IT

£87,840

Enhancing opportunity for young
people through more effective
education

Charity IT Association (CITA)*

£ 78,335

AbilityNet

£

9,000

VSO

£

505

Improving the understanding of
IT and its capabilities to the
wider public

£124,658 £16,814
Hammersmith Academy

£ 78,366

Code Club
(Raspberry Pi Foundation)

£ 10,000

Gresham College
(IT Professorship)

£ 1 1,300

Founders4Schools

£ 10,000

Digital Preservation Coalition

£

1,702

Livery Schools Link

£

7,500

IT4Arts

£

1,396

Orleans House Trust

£

4,750

CITO Cutter Fund

£

1,355

Ten other charities

£ 14,042

Archives of IT

£

1,061

* This CITA grant was made possible by generous donations from WCIT Charity (£23,335), Esmée Fairbairn
Foundation (£32,000) and the City Bridge Trust (£17,000). The latter two were grants made to CITA through the
WCIT Charity before CITA was established as a separate charity.
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Inspiring the technologists and
entrepreneurs of the future
Right: Training sessions
enable volunteers to
share their experience
and expertise
Below: Josh teaching
his students how to
use micro:bit, Scratch
and Python

Code Club provides
training, support and
resources for over
5,750 volunteer-led
computing clubs in
schools, libraries and
community centres
across the UK, currently helping more than
85,000 children to learn about digital and
computing.

“When pupils
are desperate
to show you the
games they've
made at home
as a result of
your club, you
know your
teaching is
having a real
impact”

In 201 5, WCIT had already shown their
support for Code Club in Lambeth, London, by
sponsoring one club for a whole year in the
catchment area of our sponsor school LBTS
and also extended the partnership outside of
the capital, where WCIT worked with Code
Club as part of a multi-agency initiative to
create the ‘Northamptonshire Race to the Top
Coding Competition’ where children worked
together in teams to create games and apps.
Following these successes, WCIT supported
Code Club once more in 2016 to provide
training sessions to educators and volunteers
to help boost confidence, strengthen links and
provide opportunities to share experiences
and expertise with new volunteers.
Blackfield Primary School in Southampton is
one of the schools that have benefitted from
Code Club training. Having registered the
school’s club in the spring of 201 6, teacher,

Josh Rigby, attended a training event in
October 20 16. The training helped Mr Rigby to
get started, and he now runs weekly Code
Club sessions at the school with the
assistance of a volunteer from the local area.
Code Club also provides free resources for
coding projects in which children learn to
create games, animations and websites using
micro:bits and Scratch. Josh commented that,
“the resources are easy to follow and really
useful to help frame the sessions.”
The pupils in Josh Rigby’s Code Club are
showing great enthusiasm for the activities,
and in a recent survey, all of them said that
they would recommend Code Club to a friend.
Josh added that, “when pupils are desperate
to show you the games they've made at
home as a result of your club, you know your
teaching is having a real impact.”
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Helping senior citizens in North London embrace
our technology-driven world
The WCIT Charity were approached for
funding to enable these IT lessons.

“My grandson
tells me all the
time how
proud he is of
me for learning
this new
technology”

Sudbury Neighbourhood Centre is a safe place
where disabled, elderly, frail and lonely people,
living in deprived communities in North
London, can meet, be cared for and enjoy
some company. The Centre also carries out
valuable work with older people living with
dementia, as well as enabling some respite to
families who are providing care at home.
Many of the senior citizens at the Centre are
fearful of computers and the development of
new technology such as smartphones,
laptops and tablets. The Centre wanted to
combat this by teaching basic computer
skills: email, online shopping, internet
banking, completing online forms for the
Council and benefits, browsing the internet
and, most importantly, internet safety.

Teaching senior
citizens IT skills so
they can stay in
contact with their
family and friends,
wherever they are.
These classes are
proving to be
extremely popular

With 1 8 students per week attending, these
sessions have proved an extremely valuable
resource for the community. Michael, a
student on the course, says: “I felt lost and
left behind in the world technology. I decided
to go to a computer class to learn ICT skills
and social media. I wanted to learn Skype so I
can talk to my family and see pictures of my
grandchildren. This creates a closeness that
was never possible with mailed photos. My
grandson tells me all the time how proud he
is of me for learning this new technology.”
Neil White, Chief Executive of the Centre
says: “The activities and help provided by the
Centre ensure that older people maintain
their health and wellbeing as well as their
physical and cognitive function. In addition,
these services help people stay in contact
with their families. Thank you.”
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Laser cutting machine creates essential
living aids for school’s students
Right: Luke loves his
supporting headrest,
made using the new
laser cutting machine
Below: Leonie using a
vital key guard over her
communication aid. The
guard was also made
using the laser cutter

A simple piece
of equipment
can provide a
student with
something
which is quite
literally life
changing

The vision of Treloar’s is to create a world
where physically disabled young people learn
to take control of their lives.
We have enabled Treloar’s to purchase new
laser cutting technology, allowing their
Assistive Technology (AT) department to cut
materials quickly and accurately to create
both educational and essential living aids for
their students.
The kit has enabled the AT team to produce
bespoke shapes in large batches, reducing
waiting times (with an average of 57
requests per week) from days to hours.
The laser cutting machine has proved to be a
vital asset, benefiting hundreds of students
such as Luke, who has cerebral palsy with
associated risks every time he eats and
drinks. He needed a bespoke headrest to
support his head in a very precise and safe
way. After determining his specific needs
through meetings with therapists and the

completion of feeding trials, an AT technician
engineered a robust headrest of the right
contour to support Luke’s head safely. The
thermoplastic and foam padding shapes were
designed on a computer and cut out using the
new laser cutting technology. “He loved
using it this weekend, and I felt far more at
ease feeding him,” states Luke’s mum, who is
thrilled with the new piece of equipment.
“While these pieces of equipment may seem
relatively simple, they make such a
difference to our students and can provide
them with something which is quite literally
life changing,” said Judith Conners at
Treloar’s. “We thank WCIT for their support in
making this happen”.
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Please help us to do more
Charitable giving is at the heart of our
livery activity

Before you donate, there are two
important facts you should know

Today, our charity is raising over £100,000 a
year, which we are putting to great use as
you can see in this review. But we want to
help more people. So, by 2022, we intend to
double our fundraising to £200,000. This
greater collective firepower will enable us to
make grants regularly of £50,000 and
occasionally even of £1 00,000. We can only
achieve this ambition with your help.

Your quarterage and fines are not contributions
to the charity. These are your membership
fees for belonging to the Company, and they
pay for the administration of the Company.

The best way to support us is through CCG

Your donations
to the charity
go to the causes
we support

Continuous Charitable Giving (CCG) means
donating to the charity a regular amount by
standing order each month, quarter, or year:
most CCG donors give between £5 and £250
per month.
Alternatively some members prefer to give
us one-off donations from time to time.

Almost all the money you donate to the
charity goes to the causes we support. This
is because in 1998, Dame Stephanie Shirley’s
generous gift of £5m purchased the Hall and
created an endowment to pay for the
maintenance of the Hall and, most importantly
in this context, cover the running costs of
the charity.

How to donate
All you need to do is fill out a Standing
Order/Gift Aid form: you may find a form
with this review, but if not, please
contact eleanor@wcit.org.uk

Many of the membership seem to be
unaware of our CCG scheme. In order to
reach our target of £200,000 by 2022, we
need those of you not already donating to
the charity to join CCG or donate in whatever
other way suits you. Please support us.

Can you donate your time?
As well as donating money, many members
also donate their time to the Company’s
Panels and Committees. This pro bono
effort makes significant differences to the
projects that we support. To join one of these
initiatives, please contact Eleanor MacGregor,
eleanor@wcit.org.uk.
Can you help us by organising or taking
part in a fundraising event?
We are looking for people to help organise
fundraising events. You may have an idea for
an event or be willing to join the organisers of

an existing event. Or perhaps you would be
willing to participate in a public fundraising
event, such as the London Marathon, and
donate the funds you raise to the charity.
Again, please contact Eleanor MacGregor,
eleanor@wcit.org.uk.
Do you know a charity project that fits one
of our priorities?
This review illustrates the sort of projects
that we support. If you know a charity project
that we could support, please contact
eleanor@wcit.org.uk.

The Worshipful Company of
Information Technologists’ Charity
39a Bartholomew Close
London EC1A 7JN
Phone: 020 7600 1992
Email: eleanor@wcit.org.uk
www.wcit.org.uk
The Information Technologists’ Company was
granted Livery status in 1992, becoming the
100th Livery Company of the City of London.
The Information Technologists’ Charity was
founded in 1986 when the Company was still
only a Guild, the Charity with its own board of
trustees is independent of the Company, but
is closely associated with it.

The Worshipful Company of Information
Technologists’ Charity
Registered charity number 1 1 13488
Company limited by guarantee
Registered in England and Wales No. 05697763
Registered office at the above address

