
LEGACY  DONORS



WHY LEAVE US A GIFT IN YOUR WILL?
A message from our Chair of Charity

The WCIT Charity is very close to my heart. Throughout the years, 
the incredible work we do has touched the lives of many, raised 
aspirations and empowered communities to get the best out of IT. 
Our strength lies in our unique approach. By combining our grants 
with the pro bono talent and expertise of our Livery members, we can 
work with a cross section of communities and charities, supporting 
diverse, worthy causes and changing the lives of those in need: truly 
using IT for good. 

At the WCIT Charity, we want to build a better world for the future 
and IT is the vehicle that enables us to do so. However, we cannot 
do this without your support. As Charity Chair, I am humbled every 
day to witness first-hand how our charitable giving has impacted 
the lives of young people, people of different abilities and those left 
behind by society. With your help, we can ensure that this impact 
not only continues, but grows for generations to come, reflecting the 
enduring longevity of Livery Companies. 

Our legacy fund is a crucial component in realising our vision for the 
future and ensuring our charitable giving improves lives. Join me in 
leaving WCIT Charity a gift in your Will, so together we can support 
fantastic causes across the UK but also become a valued part of the 
rich legacy of giving for which Livery Companies have been renowned 
for centuries. 
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Dr Stefan Fafinski 

Chair of The WCIT Charity



As Charity Chair, I am 
humbled every day to 
witness firsthand how 
our charitable giving 
has impacted the 

lives of young people, 
people of different 
abilities and those 
left behind by society.

Dr Stefan Fafinski
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THE DIFFERENCE WE MAKE 

Our grant-making programme, together with the outstanding pro 
bono work of the members of the WCIT Livery, enables us to support 
many not-for-profits in a meaningful and transformative way. 
Currently, our charitable grant-making focuses on: 

• Enhancing opportunity for young people through more effective
education.

• Improving the quality of life for the disadvantaged, disabled or
socially excluded.

• Helping charities and other not-for-profit organisations get the
best out of IT.

• Improving the understanding of IT and its capabilities to the
wider public.

Since 1992, we have given over £4million to worthwhile causes 
across the UK.  We have worked with some fantastic charity partners 
including AbilityNet, CALM and Missing People, as well as supporting 
and developing the capacity of our two schools, Hammersmith 
Academy and Lilian Baylis Technology School. Through our grant 
giving, we have helped a variety of other charities such as TechMums, 
Code4000 and Cyber Girls First to expand their reach nationally and 
use technology in innovative ways to address social inequality.   

Our generosity has touched people from all walks of life: homeless 
people (through granting £200,000 to a digital skills education 
programme run by Thames Reach), life-limited children (through 
donating over £54,000 to Lifelites to distribute technology to over 
46 hospices nationwide) and those at risk of taking their own life 
(through a £300,000 grant to CALM to further develop their contact 
handling).  

It is increasingly challenging for us to pursue many of our current 
activities or to do justice to the future generations who will need 
our charitable support; people we may never know. Our success in 
continuing our charitable giving lies with the generosity, support 
and willingness of you to follow the lead of our founder members 
and the tradition of giving that they started. 
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Every gift , large or 
small, will make a 
lasting difference



KENZO’S STORY
Kenzo’s life changing use of technology would have not been possible without our support

In 1999, the WCIT Charity helped set up Lifelites, a national charity which gives life-limited 
and disabled children using hospice services the opportunities they would not otherwise 
have, through the magic of assistive technology.  Throughout the years, our support to 
Lifelites has made a difference in the lives of many children, such as Kenzo.     

Kenzo loves being creative and has an amazing sense of humour. He is a typical 7-year old 
who loves building things, making noise and having his own independence. Kenzo has 
mitochondrial complex 1 deficiency, a condition which means he has lost the majority of 
his mobility and speech which makes communication difficult and increasingly frustrating 
for him. He also has autism which makes it hard for him to understand why he can’t do 
certain things  and understand that he needs to give his brain time to send the signals to 
his hands to move. As someone who loves his independence, understandably Kenzo gets 
emotional when he can’t manage things on his own. 

The Soundbars/Beamz donated by Lifelites have given Kenzo a communication tool which 
allows him not only to be able to join in but also help relieve his frustration.  As they only 
require limited movement to trigger a musical response, Kenzo is able to break the beam 
to make different instrumental sounds which has enabled him to gain the confidence to 
create sounds independently and empowered him to participate in group music sessions 
when responses are required. He has also used Lifelites Switches, iPads and touchscreen 
computers, but his favourite Lifelites equipment has to be the football magic carpet game 
and the soundbars/beamz which he uses every week without fail. Every week, Kenzo 
cannot wait to go to Keech Hospice Care and use the Beamz again!
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DIFFERENT WAYS TO GIVE IN YOUR WILL

There are different ways to leave a gift to the WCIT Charity. 
You can choose to leave us a share of your estate (known as a 
residuary gift) or a gift of a specific sum of money in your Will 
(known as a pecuniary gift). You do need to remember that, 
in order to include a gift to WCIT Charity, you must make sure 
your Will states our full name, address, and registered charity 
number: The WCIT Charity, 39a Bartholomew Close, London, 
EC1A 7JN. Registered Charity No. 1113488 (England and Wales).  

We understand that leaving the WCIT Charity a legacy is a big 
step and we want our donors to have their questions answered. 
However, we are not able to give specific legal or taxation 
advice, so you must refer to the latest government and HMRC 
documentation or your own professional advisors for guidance.  

Anyone can leave us a gift in their Will. If you are not a WCIT 
member, but wish to remember us in your Will, please get in 
touch with the Clerk to discuss this further. 

If you wish to leave a gift to the WCIT Livery (rather than the 
WCIT Charity), please contact the Clerk (clerk@wcit.org.uk) for 
more information. 

HOW WILL YOUR LEGACY BE USED?

By remembering the WCIT Charity in your Will, you will enable 
us to help generations to come and continue to change lives for 
the better. We rely on the generosity of our supporters to allow 
us to champion a variety of causes and a legacy donation is 
one of the most effective ways in which you can help us. Your 
gift will be thoughtfully used to maximize our impact and will 
go towards helping a range of worthy causes. Your legacy will 
support projects that focus on: 

• Education - the advancement of education and training of
the public in matters of IT.

• Improving the quality of life for those disadvantaged,
disabled or socially excluded.

• Use of IT - promoting the effectiveness and efficiency of
charities through the provision of advice and financial
support in relation to IT.

We support charities in a sustainable and meaningful way and 
we ensure that all our grant recipients undergo a strict due 
diligence process, so that our resources go towards those who 
need them most and will be able to use them for maximum 
benefit. 
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OUR PROMISE TO YOU

The trustees would like to celebrate your generosity in several ways.

During your lifetime
• We will always be happy to answer any questions, explain about our work in more detail,

and tell you where you can find further information about how your gift will make a
difference.

• You can change your mind about leaving a legacy at any time and we will respect your
decision.

• Legacy donor events will allow you to meet other donors over a glass of wine or dinner.
Please let us know if you would like to be part of this.

Aft er your death
We will consult with your family about which of the following might be appropriate:
• Your legacy will be mentioned at the annual Installation Service, followed by a 

moment’s  silence and a prayer.
• As a thank you, your family will be invited to the Installation Service and Dinner.
• Your legacy will be mentioned in our Charity Annual Review and other publications.

Unless you or your family specifically wishes the amount of your legacy to be known, or you 
have left instructions, there will be no mention of a figure in any of our communications 
about your generosity. Finally, we will use your gift wisely and cost-effectively so that it has 
the greatest impact on the communities we support. 
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WCIT funding has helped our 
services users to build confidence, 

develop new skills and help 
escape the cycle of homelessness. 
Many are now able to access vital 
services, from making benefits 
claims to searching and applying 

for work .
Kushba Bibi, Employment and Skills 

Manager, Thames Reach



YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED

Is there something I can do with Stocks and Shares I own?
Yes – if you own stocks and shares, you can transfer these to the 
WCIT Charity. 

What happens if I  die first and my spouse / partner becomes 
ill?
There are mechanisms where you can delay your gift until after 
the death of your spouse / partner or allow your executors the 
flexibility to vary your wishes. You should discuss this with your 
professional advisors. You should also ensure that the Will of 
your spouse / partner, if relevant, gives effect to your legacy.

Can my legacy be more specific?
We are happy for you to express a more specific use and the 
trustees will always strive to follow your wishes. However, due to 
the administrative costs and complexities of dealing with what 
is known as a ‘restricted fund’ we would prefer that you discuss 
this with the Clerk before making provision in your Will.

.

Should I seek legal or taxation adv ice?
As with any other important document, the WCIT Charity strongly 
suggests that you take appropriate legal and taxation advice 
before creating or amending your Will. There are a number of 
requirements in calculating the amount of your legacy that you 
may need to consider.  If you do not have a solicitor experienced 
in charitable gifts, you should consider using a solicitor who is a 
member of the Society of Estate and Trust Practitioners (www.
step.org/member-directory) as they are specialists in drafting 
Wills.
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WHAT DO I DO NEXT?

If you would like to become a legacy donor, visit the Legacies page on our website. 
On this page, you will be able to find information on what to do in either a new Will 
or adding a codicil to an existing Will. There is also a codicil template available to 
download – please feel free to use it. If you leave us a gift in your Will, but later 
change your mind, it is your legal right to be able to remove us from your Will. 
Although we will be very sorry to lose your pledge, we understand that life can be 
unpredictable. 

To help us plan for the future, it is always useful that our legacy donors let us 
know that they are remembering us in their Will. To do this, please fill in the form 
available here - all we need from you are your current contact details, information 
about the type of gift you are leaving us and the name and contact details of one 
your executors. Once you have completed the form, please send it to the Clerk 
(clerk@wcit.org.uk).

We do hope that you will look back on your time with the WCIT Livery so fondly 
and positively that you will seriously consider naming the WCIT Charity in your 
Will and thereby pass on the some of the benefits of your own success to future 
generations.
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